THE ALLOCATION OF  COMMODITIES                  25!
and receive the produce, give out the documents entitling the
farmer to payment, and dispatch the supplies to the prescribed
destination. The commission normally acts by free purchase of
goods at the rates fixed by the Secretary of State for Supply.
Failing this, it has recourse to requisitioning, the requisition order
being delivered commune by commune to the mayor. In excep-
tional cases it can order a seizure by the gendarmerie. And this
system is to become general with regard to meat (Communiqu6
of Radio-Paris, May 25, 1941).
We must note further that the allocation of sea fish is effected
under the same conditions as for agricultural produce by a National
Allocation Board. In every port an allocating officer appointed by
the board arranges the allocation as between fishmongers who own
their boats and those who are forwarding agents. A certain
percentage is reserved for the Paris markets (Order published
May 20, 1941).
We must finally note the creation of a Central Committee of
joint groups for the allocation of the products most indispensable
for agriculture (Arrete published June 14, 1941).